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The lucky ones greet our sunny city on board a tall ship or yacht entering the harbour

at the crack of dawn. What the sailor can see then is the hills grown with beech and Swedish
whitebeam, lit with the early sun; houses and lofty church steeples amid thick verdure,

the cross at Kamienna Gora and the gleaming steel port cranes and ships. And high above,
the newest architectural landmark of Gdynia: the Sea Towers - an apartment building with
commercial and office premises, situated just by the seashore — two towers, 138 metres tall.

the city

offers such

a lot of interesting
places and

events...

...it is worth spending
at least a whole holiday!

The best thing is to be a Gdynia resident, but this

is the privilege enjoyed by few (ca. 250 thousand
inhabitants). What we suggest to the remaining 6 billion
inhabitants of the globe is that they at least visit our city

— it is beautiful, comfortable and, according to scientists,
the sunniest Polish city (1.671 hours of sunshine annually).

Deriders say one day is enough to see the whole of Gdynia.
Yes, if you try very hard, but for the more ambitious it will
certainly take much longer. The city offers such a lot

of interesting places and events that it is worth spending

at least a whole holiday to get acquainted with them.
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Gdynia - a symbol
of romantic
entrepreneurship...

| the sun and the cheerful
and optimistic character
of the place...




rapid growth

in virtually
Apart from the traditional industries that gave rise to the
city, firms associated with the 21st century disciplines like a I I a reas oo o

IT or biotechnology have been booming.

| . . a well-developed
Gdynia has a well-developed business services sector —

companies specialising in finance, consultancy, bus"]ess
brokerage, R&D and data processing. Gdynia also hosts SerViceS
Polish Navy HQ and a NATO naval base.

sector...

He who comes to Gdynia can experience many of the advantages it offers, like the
beautiful seaside location among woody hills; good roads; modern public transport
that is friendly to the elderly, the disabled, as well as the environment; all services
that determine the quality of life; broad cultural offer and excellent schools of
national and international renown.

Gdynia is attractive owing to its rapid growth in virtually all areas and the unmatched
dynamism of its citizens.




Although Gdynia is so young, you can find buildings dating from hundreds of ‘

years ago here: the 13th century St. Michael the Archangel church at Oksywie, d 4 " PRURC R | -\ “ i
the 17th century buildings of the Kolibki estate, once frequently visited by 28 2 5 Ol Sl Tl Pl 5
Polish king John Ill Sobieski and his beloved wife, the beautiful Marie - 20 N AR O OB I

Casimire, or the neo-Gothic manor house in Folwarczna street at Ortfowo, RPN PN LW R R IR

dating from the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries. i i i i .
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the Modernism
of Gdynia...

unique

Gdynia has a history as well as artefacts — for this reason a museum has
been built at the heart of the city — in the Waterfront; in the vicinity of
the beach, the marina and the Music Theatre. It is a real gem — in terms
of its architecture and its method of operation. The main goal of the

museum is to demonstrate the phenomenon of the city, which was set
up in 1926 and developed rapidly throughout the 1920s and 1930s, on a European
and has remained vigorous and dynamic until today. Scale".

Gdynia architecture of the inter-war period also deserves attention.

It is in those years that the Modernism of Gdynia originated.

This style, unique on a European scale, is distinguished by its advanced
and functional structure and details characteristic of naval architecture
i.e. porthole-like windows and bridge-like superstructures.

The modernist forms can be found in both public buildings and private
villas. After many years, the style is recalled by the designers of today —
this is what makes Gdynia stylish, despite its young age.




is here that two splendid vessels, recognised symbols

ot only for the Poles, are moored. The ORP “Btyskawica”,

e only surviving WW2 destroyer and the “Dar Pomorza”
the white tall ship, a classic beauty, a globetrotter and
inner of many races. Both are now used as museums.

he retired “Dar Pomorza” was sometimes used as a theatrical
tage, yet she more frequently hosts marine writers, as
onboard her new books are ceremonially named or launched
with a rose dipped in champagne. Is there another place
where the birth of a book is so romantic?

Since 1982, the “Dar Mtodziezy” has succeeded the “Dar
Pomorza” as a training vessel for future seafarers. She is also
admired, especially when making a stately entry under full
sail into the port after a voyage. Absolutely unforgettable!

One of Gdynia's nicest features, apart from its likeable size, is the direct proximity of
the city centre and the water. Without haste, in a matter of minutes, you may leave
behind the busy streets such as Swietojaniska, 10 Lutego, or Starowiejska and stroll to
Skwer Kosciuszki - the prestigious part of the port.

It is a real treat, especially for photographers, when five
vessels carrying the name of Gdynia on the stern are moored
in the Basen Prezydenta in Skwer Ko$ciuszki: tall ships

the "Dar Pomorza" and the "Dar Mtodziezy", the legendary
Scouting Union schooner the "Zawisza Czarny", and the sister
barquentines — the "Pogoria" and the "Iskra." For obvious
reasons, this does not happen too often.

G153 The gatherings of the largest tall ships are something unique
R e y 7| — the latest held in Gdynia in 2009 attracted more than

0 8 s ) A 2.5 million visitors to the city!

splendid vessels -
recognised symbols
not only for

the Poles...




At the end of the walk you might approach the memorial of Joseph
. Conrad Korzeniowski — the marine writer and the patron

L=t of dreams of great adventures at sea cherished by the young all
- o over the world. A few steps away is the Cruise Ships' Avenue,
with granite plaques commemorating visits to Gdynia paid by
the largest and most beautiful cruise ships sailing in the Baltic, like
the Star Princess, the Queen Victoria or the Navigator of the Seas
— real floating towns.
The beauty of the place is completed by the masts of the tall ships,
by huge ferries, merchant ships and picturesque fishing trawlers,
sailing into or out of the port as well as by the sea horizon
at sunrise or sunset.

The Aquarium of the Sea Fisheries Institute, housing hundreds of exotic specimens of marine

wildlife; hydrofoil, boat, or even balloon cruises; the picturesque fountain; the changing

of the guards in front of the Naval Headquarters; and, last but not least, large open-air concerts, are _
among the attractions of Skwer Kosciuszki (Ko$ciuszki Square). You can‘e-mail your friends about Bl
them using the Wi-Fiih_otspoEs installed here as wellas in‘the Marina and"in Bulwar I,\ladmors_ki c
(Seaside Boulevar :rq?flrjlyr_‘rlthe tourlsts’,' | s ", ;...f

If you are tired, elderly, or just a comfort-seeker, you can take

a free ride on a double-decker from the main railway station

to the harbour in Skwer Ko$ciuszki. From the harbour, you may
travel further on to the lovely towns of Hel and Jastarnia

on the Hel Peninsula, using the water shuttle service, operating
from June to September. Golden beaches, cycle paths and all
other attractions of a seaside resort are waiting for you there...




rgdal . 25,21 ‘ ' * ﬁ It is strongly recommended to climb up Kamienna Géra, bea u t I fu I /
; . <3 f e s : rising above the city centre, to see the panorama of
| e T e sandy

Gdynia: the woody hills, the port and the sea - to the
boundless horizon and the scythe-like Hel Peninsula

showing faintly in the distance. It is one of the most -' A beaC h eS v

beautiful Polish landscapes — a real export commodity.

is in the city centre — close to the Marina, Skwer Ko$ciuszki, and Kamienna Géra; : > . o NS : So it is really worth the effort of climbing 100 steps : %.‘ a Secret garden,

a mere five minutes on foot from the high streefjIt is beautiful, wide and golden, : et pausing half way up, to a vast terrace 52.5 metres above 3 ;)‘ a flowel‘y haven of Serenity

drenched in sunshine all day long, providing bathers or sunbathers with everything ' o . _ _ sea level. You will be rewarded with a beautiful park — a i 4 c
they might want, like other beaches located at Orfowo, Redtowo, Oksywie, or Babie . e Do Ll : secret garden, a flowery haven of serenity in the city ) in the Clty centre...
Doty. The latter has an additional attraction — the ruin of a WW2 German torpedo o o £ centre. No wonder lovers like coming here; also music .

launcher, 320 metres away from the shore. It is explored by those seeking adventure Y i ol 2 it | S lovers are attracted here for the proms every summer

— ! - ¥ Sunday.

But our city also offers beautiful, sandy beaches patrolled by lifeguards. The largest

and history secrets.
The Marina is also worth visiting — serving as a safe haven for the yachts of sailors from

Gdynia and elsewhere. It is from here that yachtsmen set sail for races or great oceanic
veyages. - ’



In Gdynia you do not have to travel beyond the city boundaries to enjoy unspoilt
nature. Residential areas are either near the sea, or near the forest, and the air in
Gdynia is rich in iodine and filled with the scent of pine resin. One of Poland's
oldest nature reserves — Kepa Redtowska, established in 1938, with its steep cliff
— is the daily walking route for many of Gdynia's residents, as it is virtually in the
middle of the city. Residential areas are frequently visited by hedgehogs and wild
boars, which do not seem to be afraid of people.

It is not the only viewing point our city can boast. Another one is situated at Dabrowa, . . q :
on top of the highest elevation in Gdynia known as Donas Mountain. There stands 2
a tower with a platform at 232.2 metres above sea level, from which you can see

Gdynia housing estates virtually submerged in verdure. Equally splendid views spread
from yet one more tower in Spotdzielcza street at Kolibki. There, the viewing platform
is at 28 metres.

Also swans, cormorants and wild ducks have come to like Gdynia.
Their thousands-strong colonies spend the winters here, fed by people.

Another lovely route is along Seaside Boulevard. Its main function is to protect the
cliff from erosion caused by wave action, yet at the same time it has been a major
attraction of the city for thirty years now.

In the early morning, you can meet healthy-lifestyle enthusiasts here — jogging,
cycling, walking their dogs, or doing their exercise. The bravest of them are the
"walruses" — bathing in the cold sea in winter.

In 2006, gorgeous Miss World contenders planted more than a hundred paradise
apple trees along the promenade. The romantic setting is often chosen for dating.
And in the evening, cosy cafés and pubs are yet another attraction. You can listen
to jazz or shanties there and have some delicious fish, seafood or something

lassically Polish.




Anyone who decides to walk or ride across the woody cliff along the shore is most
likely to enjoy a delightful experience as the views are breathtaking. You have to keep
fit to climb up the steep paths to the top - 50 metres above sea level. From there,

on nearly every summer day, you can see racing yachts while every few years you will
admire a tall ship parade (the last one in 2009). The place is accessible from

the promenade, from Polana Redtowska, from Ortowo, and from the housing estates
at Wzgbrze Sw. Maksymiliana or Ptyta Redtowska.
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the views
are breathtaking...

the place is beautiful
any time of year...



In the district of Ortowo, at the foot of the cliff, th e roa r Of th e S u rf/
_ there is a unique summer stage at the beach — used by h I . d
. the Witold Gombrowicz City Theatre. t e COO W I n cee

The roar of the surf, the cool wind, the presence

of seagulls and fishermen, create the one and only o
scenery for the performances which attract large musicC
audiences, irrespective of the weather. In fact, summer i SoundS gOOd

el thunderstorms add to the drama of the plays staged here.
A lot of sunshine, coastal breeze, close contact with nature — this may be the reason = _ . near the Ssea...
why you feel vigorous and creative in Gdynia. While walking along the seashore you - - HEme s g i Music also sounds good near the sea, be it shanties, ' |

often meet artists — painters and photographers seeking inspiration. = g~ A blues, jazz, or symphony. Gdynia has a lot to offer to

- - © - - i i - music lovers. The Music Theatre, staging classic

—— e — L [ — T Boei= S musicals as well as premieres of contemporary Polish

3 : ; works, is one of the best music stages in Poland — no

wonder people come from various corners of Poland

booking their tickets well in advance.
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The inhabitants of Gdynia like enjoying themselves and are good at it. So visitors from
Poland and abroad follow suit.

There are concerts accompanied by fireworks displays and laser images projected onto
the sky, attracting dozens of thousands of spectators to Skwer Ko$ciuszki; there are
shanty festivals, usually taking place onboard sailing boats or tall ships; there are
. search-and-rescue displays; or you can watch cadets from the Maritime or Naval
r “Academies taking oath — as'part of the traditional Maritime Days.

Gdynia is a city of festivals. A major European musical event —
the Heineken Open'er Music Festival — has been held at the
Gdynia - Kosakowo airport in July for the last few years.

More than 100 thousand people from all over the continent
come to the four-day event annually. The line-up is always
packed with big names of the music industry as well as the best
young, rising stars. So far, the festival has staged, among others,
artists like Placebo, Massive Attack, Faithless, Snoop Dogg,
Pharrell Williams, Manu Chao, Franz Ferdinand, Bjork, Beastie
Boys, Muse, Sonic Youth, or The Roots.

city of festivals...

concerts attracting
dozens of thousands
of spectators...




Gdynia loves jazz. There are many jazz clubs here, known in Poland and abroad, like
Ucho, Poktad, Bohema Jazz Club, Jazz Cafe Scena. So it is not without reason that
Ladies' Jazz Festival, the only such event in Europe, takes place here. During the festival,
always in early July, you may hear the most outstanding jazz singers and musicians, like
Ive /iendes, Yvonne Sanchez, Stacey Kent, Saskia Laroo, or Patricia Barber.

=
iig

The Blues Festival has its devoted audience, too. It is held

at Seaside Boulevard in July as an outdoor event — irrespective
of the weather. The international Festival of Sacred Music in
September has been attended by great artists from all over the
globe — symphony orchestras, choirs, and soloists.

Gdynia also hosts Globaltica — the summer World Music
Festival. Among its stars were Cesaria Evora — the icon of world
music, Goran Bregovic, Sinead O’Connor and the reggae legend
Burning Spear. However, the oldest and best known festival
held in Gdynia is the Polish Film Festival, considered the most
important event in Polish cinematography.




A new development is the Science Centre “Experiment” at the
Pomeranian Science and Technology Park.

It is a hands-on facility, where you are supposed to touch

the exhibits to empirically learn the laws of physics governing our
world.

Yet another event on offer is the National Meeting of Travellers,
Sailors, and Alpinists. The “Gdynia” Sports and Concert Hall always
bursts at the seams during the March event — there are so many
people who want to listen to the fascinating tales of globetrotters.

It is owing to such places as well as the Planetarium, the Aquarium,
or Gdynia Motor Museum, that neither children nor adults get
bored, even on those few rainy days in our sunny city.

The Baltic Festival of Science and Research is targeted at different audiences. Part of the
event is the Gdynia Science and Research Picnic, popularising the achievements of
researchers exploring seas and oceans as well as from other disciplines. Laboratories,
lecture theatres and research ships are then open to the public and outdoor expositions

are organised.










the world
_J | " | on a plate...

el : : by A large proportion of the inhabitants of Gdynia are seafarers, so they . h . d I. . '

The world on a plate, the choice of national cuisines: Polish, Greek, Indian, Mexican, T TP TR * ! ! E lO.Ok for. exotic dIShe? iy 0 acqualn.ted. \.N'th L el ;:‘)ovrts. "'WIt seéa view — deliClous.
y - It is easier than ever in the restaurants inviting for the Culinary Tour

of Gdynia.

Italian, French, Chinese, Japanese, Vietnamese; you can also find vegetarian food,
seafood or fast food in Gdynia. In other words, there is food for every palate in
the growing ber of more and morerefined restaurants.

You can also try Baltic fish — on board a fishermen's trawler

at Skwer Kosciuszki or straight from the smokehouse

at Orfowo: flounder, herring, cod, eel and grilled sprat. Served
with white wine and sea view — delicious!

Gdynia bids farewell to the summer in the last decade of September,
at the Royal Kolibki Park at Ortowo. For a few days a picnic goes
on: the Fruits of the Earth and Europe through its cuisines. The event
is accompanied by a fair of fruits of the forests, orchards, gardens
and the sea; all this in a colourful folk setting.




Gdynia's great neighbours is another advantage. If you decide on a holiday in Gdynia, you
should take the opportunity and see the other parts of the conurbation, visit

the Swedish Karlskrona — only 9 hours by ferry, or the Russian Kaliningrad — 1.5 hours by
hydrofoil.

Gdynia, Sopot, and Gdansk are mutually
complementary: Gdansk stands for one thousand years
of history, Sopot is a spa and Gdynia — the youngest of
the three — offers a larger share of the sea than any other
Polish city, and the greatest number of sunny days
during the year. The neighbouring Kashubian Lakeland is
beautiful, whatever the season, and easily accessible
from Gdynia.

So you are really most welcome.




Andrzej Gojke,
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